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Abstract 

The study of temporal and spatial distribution of ozone is very important for 
understanding the atmospheric chemistry and thereby its impact on environ-
ment, weather and climate. The intra-seasonal variability plays a major role in 
the inter-annual variability of weather parameters such as rainfall, tempera-
ture, pressure and atmospheric trace gas constituents such as atmospheric 
ozone. The strength of monsoon circulation and deep convection greatly 
modifies the atmospheric compositions and meteorological parameters such 
as rainfall amount, distributions of atmospheric trace gas concentrations and 
other weather parameters over the summer monsoon region. The daily total 
column ozone (TCO) measured over maritime station (Lakshadweep Island— 
10˚10'N & 73˚30'E) and coastal station (Cochin—9˚55'N and 76˚16'E) using 
Microtop II Ozonometer were considered for the comparative study of sea-
sonal and intra-seasonal variability for the year 2015. The annual average of 
total column ozone over Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin was 290 DU and 
280 DU respectively for the year 2015. The greater concentrations in daily 
TCO measurements over Lakshadweep Islands for all seasons compared to 
Cochin lead to the speculations that, the surface ozone concentration is more 
because of pollution from the diesel burning emissions, since the whole Isl-
and’s population completely depends on diesel generator for the power 
supply. During winter season maritime station shows a decrease of ~30 DU in 
TCO over Lakshadweep Island compared to coastal station Cochin (~18 DU) 
from the annual mean in the month of December. During pre-monsoon sea-
son TCO concentration is high over both locations. There is gradual increase 
of TCO concentration over Cochin from pre-monsoon to monsoon season 
and peak in the month of September, but decreasing TCO concentrations 
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measured over Lakshadweep during July to August. In the analysis it was 
found that Intra-Seasonal Variability (ISV) in total column ozone over Lak-
shadweep Islands and Cochin during summer monsoon season was mod-
ulated by the monsoon dynamics and convection, thereby changes in the 
photochemistry of ozone production and distributions over the monsoon re-
gion. Two significant intra-seasonal oscillations (ISOs) such as Madden Julian 
Oscillation (MJO) and Quasi-Biweekly Oscillations (QBW) were identified in 
the TCO during monsoon season. The MJO shows higher periodicity (~54 
days) over Lakshadweep Islands compared to the coastal station, Cochin (~48 
days). Intra-seasonal variability of TCO over the maritime and coastal stations 
varies with geographic locations, marine boundary layer characteristics and 
also with seasons. The intra-seasonal variability or ISOs controls the interan-
nual variability of TCO over a region. Hence deeper knowledge of ISOs in 
trace gases such as ozone helps us to understand more about the regional cli-
mate and air quality. 
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1. Introduction 

Distribution and variability of ozone are vital to the atmospheric thermal struc-
ture as it can exert great influence on regional and global climate. Ozone is a 
minor trace gas in the atmosphere, beneficial to human when it is in the stra-
tosphere and harmful when it is in the troposphere. In the stratosphere, the re-
gion of the Earth’s atmosphere from ~10 to 50 kilometers above the surface, 
where the chemical compound ozone (~90%) plays a vital role in absorbing 
harmful ultraviolet radiations from the sun is called good ozone. During the past 
20 years, concentrations of this important compound have been threatened by 
human-made gases released into the atmosphere, including those known as 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). These chemical compounds as well as meteorolog-
ical conditions in the stratosphere affect the concentration of stratospheric 
ozone. In suitable ambient meteorological condition (e.g., warm, sunny/clear 
day), UV radiation causes the precursors to interact photochemically in a set of 
reactions that result in the formation of ozone [1]. The regional variations of 
ozone mostly depend on temperature, which controls the chemical and dynami-
cal processes related to the photochemical reactions in the atmosphere. Ozone 
forms in the stratosphere when there is free oxygen in the atmosphere in the 
presence of ultraviolet radiations from the sun. It forms the same way it is re-
newed when extreme UV radiation breaks oxygen molecules into two oxygen 
atoms (atomic oxygen), and the oxygen atoms collide into oxygen molecules and 
form ozone.  

In the lower atmosphere from the surface (lower troposphere), the ozone 
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(~10%) acts as air pollutant harmful to human and ecosystem health. It acts as a 
greenhouse gas in the lower atmosphere and affects earth-atmosphere radiative 
equilibrium which leads to extreme situations such as global warming and re-
gional climate change. Tropospheric ozone is produced by photochemical oxida-
tion of CO and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in the presence of nitrogen 
oxides [2]. The recent rate of increase of tropospheric ozone, is due to the hori-
zontal and vertical transport of ozone precursors from the regions of biomass 
burning and anthropogenic emissions [3]-[9], stratosphere-troposphere ex-
change (STE) processes [10] [11] [12] and lightening NOx in turn adversely af-
fects the regional climate and air quality [13] [14]. The decreasing trend of stra-
tospheric ozone leads to a stratospheric cooling and increasing trend of surface 
ozone warm; the troposphere leads to imbalances in the earth-atmospheric ra-
diative systems.  

From the chemical composition and transport perspective, monsoon convec-
tion coupled with the strong local emission sources of South and Southeast Asia 
produces a significant anthropogenic signature on the chemical composition at 
the upper troposphere and lower stratosphere [15] [16] [17] [18]. Deep convec-
tion associated with summer monsoon and long-range transport of ozone due to 
the monsoon circulation will modulate the column ozone distributions [8], [19]. 
These observations demonstrate that the summer monsoon provides a signifi-
cant transport pathway for tracers between the upper troposphere and lower 
stratosphere (UTLS) region. The monsoon system is therefore relevant to scales 
and processes bridging regional air quality, climate change, and global chemi-
stry-climate interaction. 

Asian summer monsoon (ASM) is a dominant system in the boreal summer 
season [20]. The dynamical structure of the Asian summer monsoon upper tro-
posphere and lower stratosphere is characterized by an anticyclonic flow pattern 
associated with the Tibetan High [21]. Satellite data shows that the anticyclone 
has a pronounced chemical signature with enhanced tropospheric sourced trace 
gas species. As a weather pattern, the Asian monsoon impacts the lives of more 
than a billion people. With rapid population and economic growth across the 
monsoon region, it becomes a pressing concern that the monsoon convection 
coupled to surface emissions is playing a significant role in the region’s air qual-
ity. The uplift of pollutants also enhances aerosol-cloud interactions that may 
change the behaviour of the monsoon. The chemical transport effect of the 
monsoon system is seen from satellites as an effective transport path for pollu-
tants to enter the stratosphere. Indian summer monsoon (ISM) and its onset (1st 
June) over South Kerala coast (Cochin), associated with large-scale changes in 
dynamical parameters as well as local moisture parameters over the entire Indian 
subcontinent during the season [22].  

The present analysis focused on the total column ozone variability during In-
dian summer Monsoon (ISM) season (part of ASM) based on daily total column 
ozone measurements using Microtop II Ozonometer for the year 2015. The 
study locations Lakshadweep Islands (Maritime station) and Cochin (Coastal 
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station) are considered to be the most important region through which summer 
monsoon circulation enter the Indian subcontinent and progress towards the 
northern part of India with monsoon rainfall and changing atmospheric compo-
sitions during the season (June-September). This study is the first of its kind 
from these tropical locations to understand the sub seasonal variability of total 
column ozone during the summer monsoon season using daily in situ measure-
ments of TCO with Microtop II Ozonometer. Total column ozone shows sub 
seasonal variability (intra-seasonal oscillations) with different time scales during 
the summer monsoon period. The important timescales of different in-
tra-seasonal variations have been identified in the past three decades in various 
meteorological parameters and the atmospheric compositions as the 10 - 20 and 
the 30 - 50 day scales, in addition to the synoptic scales [21], [23]-[28]. This 
analysis focused on the intra-seasonal variability (ISV) of total column ozone 
during the summer monsoon season, because the monsoon convection and dy-
namics alter the atmospheric compositions through the photochemistry and 
chemical transport. 

2. Instrument and Methods 

The Global Ozone Observing System (GO3OS) of the Global Atmosphere Watch 
(GAW) programme of the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) employs 
various total ozone measuring instruments, among them the Dobson Spectro-
meter, originally developed in the 1920s, then modern, automated Brewer Spec-
trometer, available since the early 1980s have shown their reliability and accura-
cy in the long-term ground measurements of total column ozone. The disadvan-
tage of the spectrometer is their high price, high cost of operation and mainten-
ance and large size and weight, which is adverse for field campaigns. Well 
trained staff requires to achieve good results and to keep the instruments well 
calibrated over a long time of operation. These reasons have prevented popular-
ity of the spectrometer for ozone measurements especially in developing coun-
tries, which cannot afford the high instrumental and personal expenses.  The 
recent development of a small, inexpensive, hand-held filter Ozonometer such as 
the MICROTOPS by Solar Light Co. accelerated the total ozone measurements 
worldwide with less expense, accurate with WMO standard [29]. The Compara-
tive study of TCO measurements using Microtop II Ozonometer with other 
ground-based spectrometer measurements and satellite observations are already 
available for the reference [30] [31]. The present paper is based only on the 
in-situ measurements of TCO using Microtop II Ozonometer and the compari-
son with satellite and reanalysis TCO were already discussed in the previous 
study [28].  

2.1. Microtop II Ozonometer 

The Microtop II Ozonometer is a portable five-channel sun-photometer for 
measuring total ozone column as per WMO standard easily, accurately and de-
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pendably with a full field of view of 2.5˚ [29]. The Ozonometer features 2% ac-
curacy, which is comparable to much larger and more expensive instruments. It 
is designed for use as a hand-held manually operated instrument. Many options 
are available to facilitate field operations, such as a separate GPS receiver for the 
field measurements. The Sun photometer measures solar radiance in five spec-
tral wave bands from which it automatically derives total columnar ozone. The 
instrument has five optical collimators aligned to aim in the same direction. A 
narrow-band interference filter and photodiode suitable for the particular wave-
length range are fitted with every channel. All the channels face directly the solar 
disc simultaneously, when the image of the sun is focused at the cross-hairs of the 
sun target. When the radiation capture by the collimators falls on to the photodi-
odes, it produces an electrical current proportional to the received radiant power, 
which is amplified and is converted into digital form in a high-resolution A/D 
converter. Signals are processed in a series of 20 conversions per second. It 
measures direct solar ultraviolet radiation at 3 discrete wavelengths within the 
UV range (305, 312, 320 nm) for the total column ozone, as well as total water 
vapor (954 nm) and aerosol optical thickness (1020 nm) respectively. This in-
strument gives a better accuracy and performance during the measurements. 
The physical and operational characteristics of the Microtop II Ozonometer in-
strument are detailed in the ‘‘User’s Guide’’, which is publicly accessible on the 
Internet (https://solarlight.com/product/microtops-ii-ozonometer/). 

2.2. Data Acquisition and Analysis 

Total column ozone (TCO) variability over the maritime station (Lakshadweep 
Island) and costal station (Cochin) have been studied using the daily TCO mea-
surements using Microtop II Ozonometer for the year 2015. The columnar 
ozone is measured in Dobson Unit (DU) and it represents the height of stack of 
ozone molecules at the surface of the Earth, collected from a column of air above 
the stack. This instrument works only on day time, since it is a sun targeted in-
strument calculate total column ozone using shortwave radiations from the sun 
in the UV wavelength range. To compute the daily average of TCO over these 
stations, two observations were taken, one in the morning and other in the late 
afternoon hours of every day in the year 2015. Monthly total column ozone is 
calculated for these stations by taking daily average of respective months (aver-
age of more than 20 daily observations of the respective month). To study the 
seasonal variations of TCO over these locations, monthly departure of TCO 
computed from the annual mean value of TCO over these stations. Since the in-
strument is sun targeted and not automated, measurement of column ozone is 
possible only during day time with discrete frequency of measurements with few 
days data gaps in every month. The cloudy days during monsoon period, re-
stricted the daily measurements of total column ozone over these locations with 
few days (two or three days gap in certain months) data gap due to cloudy con-
ditions and non-visibility of sun due to the monsoon clouds. These data gaps 
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were filled with linear interpolation techniques to construct the continuous daily 
TCO for these stations to study the intra-seasonal variability of TCO associated 
with monsoon induced circulation. Daily anomaly of TCO for the monsoon 
season were calculated by subtracting the monsoonal seasonal mean of TCO 
(June to September) from the daily observations for the season.  

In order to study low and high frequency oscillations (ISOs) in column ozone, 
during the monsoon season (June-September), Discreet Mayer’s Wavelet 
(DMW) method were adopted to split high and low frequency oscillations in the 
total column ozone. The wavelet techniques make it possible to recover weak 
signals from the noise. Wavelets are mathematical functions that spilt data into 
different frequency components, and then study each component with a resolu-
tion matched to its scale. Wavelet Transform converts a signal into a series of 
wavelets, which provide a way for analyzing waveforms, bounded in both fre-
quency and time domain. They have advantages over traditional Fourier me-
thods in analyzing physical situations where the signal contains discontinuities 
and sharp spikes [32] [33]. Wavelet analysis has attracted attention for its ability 
to analyze rapidly changing transient signals. Any application using the Fourier 
transform can be formulated using wavelets to provide more accurately localized 
temporal and frequency information. Like Fourier analysis, wavelet analysis 
deals with expansion of functions in terms of a set of base functions. Unlike 
Fourier analysis, wavelet analysis expands functions not in term of trigonometric 
polynomials but in terms of wavelets, which are generated in the form of transla-
tions and dilations of a fixed function called the mother wavelet. The wavelets 
obtained in this way have special scaling properties. They are localized in time 
and frequency, permitting a closer connection between the functions being 
represented and their coefficients. Through this method of splitting of data into 
its frequency components greater numerical stability in construction and mani-
pulations is ensured. For the wavelet analysis, continuous daily TCO values over 
these locations were used to split the low and high frequency variabilities in 
TCO during summer monsoon season 2015. Figure 1 shows the study locations 
and the photograph of Microtop II Ozonometer instruments used for TCO 
measurements.  

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Daily Distribution of TCO over Lakshadweep Islands and  
Cochin 

The regional atmospheric ozone concentration depends on the geographical and 
meteorological conditions of the measurement locations. A brief knowledge of 
the meteorological characteristics of the study locations is very much essential to 
understand the TCO variability over a region. The TCO measurements over the 
Maritime location (Lakshadweep) and the Coastal location (Cochin) have been 
chosen for the study. Both locations are geographically and mereologically very 
important for the study of TCO variability associated with summer monsoon  
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Figure 1. Study location map: Maritime stations (Lakshadweep Islands) and coastal sta-
tions (Cochin alias Kochi) the photograph of the instrument used for the total column 
ozone measurements (Microtop II Ozonometer). 

 
(south-west monsoon) wind circulations and deep convection during the season. 
The open sea coral islands of Lakshadweep are one of the low lying small group 
of islands in the world. The low level of the islands of Lakshadweep makes them 
very sensitive to sea level rise and therefore the foremost future threat to these 
island chains is potential global climate change. The IPCC Report (2007) pre-
dicts a global sea level rise of at least 40 cm by 2100 that shall inundate vast areas 
on the coast, and up to 88 percent of the coral reefs, termed the “rainforests of 
the ocean”, may be lost. Lakshadweep Islands is located approximately 300 km 
off the India’s west coast (Cochin) into the Arabian Sea from the mean sea-level 
range 0.5 to 7.0 m. However, there are only 36 islands having a total area of 32 
sq. kilometers with a population 65,473 as per the 2011 census. The power is 
supplied in Lakshadweep Islands through diesel generating sets. The power ge-
nerating systems in all the Islands are stand-alone systems. There is no inter isl-
and connection in the supply grid. About 66 lakhs litres of High Speed Diesel (a 
complex mixture of Hydro Carbons) oil is required annually for providing un-
interrupted power supply in the Lakshadweep Islands. For this reason, the fuel 
burning emissions are very high over this region. The emissions from fuel oil 
combustion depend on the grade and composition of the fuel, the type and size 
of the boiler, the firing and loading practices used, and the level of equipment 
maintenance. Because the combustion characteristics of distillate and residual 
oils are different, their combustion can produce significantly different emissions 
such as particulate matter, sulphur dioxides (SOx), Nitrogen Oxides (NOx), 
Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), and greenhous-
es gases (CO2, CH4 and N2O) during fuel oil combustion.  

Lakshadweep has a tropical climate and it has an average temperature of 27˚C 
- 32˚C. April and May are the hottest with an average temperature of 32˚C. 
Generally, the climate is humid warm and pleasant. The average rainfall received 
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is 160.0 cm a year. Monsoon prevails here from 15th May to 15th September. The 
details of power generations in the Lakshadweep islands  
(http://lakshadweep.nic.in/depts/electricity.htm) and Lakshadweep action plan on 
climate change (http://www.moef.nic.in/sites/default/files/sapcc/Lakshadweep.pdf) 
are publicly available on the internet. The fuel combustion emissions and Ma-
rine Boundary Layer (MBL) characteristic during the summer season can alter 
the concentration of ozone over Lakshadweep Islands. 

Cochin alias Kochi, is a major port city on the south-west coast of India called 
as the Queen of Arabian Sea. Kochi is an important spice trading centre on the 
west coast of India from the 14th century onwards and was the first of the Euro-
pean colonies in colonial India with present population of 2.1 million. The geo-
graphical location of Cochin (9˚58'N, 76˚17E) is near to the equator and hence 
less seasonal variations in temperature and humidity. The annual average of 
maximum temperature is approximately 36.0˚C and minimum around 16˚C 
from the long term mean value. Cochin city is in the windward side of Western 
Ghats generally gets heavy rainfall during summer monsoon period (June to 
September) with an average annual rainfall 297.8 cm with average 125 rainy days 
in a year. This coastal city is also under the threat of seal level rise and climate 
change related extreme weather events. Cochin is a fast-developing city con-
fronting with air pollution and related health problems due to increase emissions 
from transportations and new budding industries. These factors also enhance 
the surface ozone concentrations over the region in addition to the changes as-
sociated with summer monsoon dynamics and chemical transport during the 
season.  

The Marine boundary layer (MBL) is considered as a net sink of ozone (O3) 
with photochemical destruction being the primary driving force [34] [35] [36] 
[37]. The hydroxyl radical produced by photochemical destruction of O3 and its 
subsequent interaction with water molecule are important mediators in either 
the production or destruction of ozone. The ability of the atmosphere to produce 
or destroy surface ozone is a non-linear function dependent on the availability of 
NOx and non-methane hydrocarbons. In low NOx conditions prevalent in the 
remote Marine Boundary line, destruction dominates [38]. Advection from the 
adjoining land mass is a major factor controlling the level of O3 in the marine 
boundary layer. Biomass burning over the nearby landmass can also lead to en-
hanced levels of O3 and its precursors in the marine atmosphere [39] [40] [41], 
[9]. Over the tropics, lightning activity is most intense and thus, the NOx pro-
duced is a major precursor for the production of ozone. Deep convection asso-
ciated with summer monsoon and long-range transport of ozone due to the 
monsoon circulation will modulate the intra-seasonal variability of column 
ozone concentrations [8] [28] [42].  

Figure 2 represent the daily variation of total column ozone over the mari-
time station (Lakshadweep Islands) and coastal station (Cochin) using the Mi-
crotop II Ozonometer measurements. Total column ozone varies ~250 to 320 DU  
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Figure 2. Daily variation of total column ozone measured over the Maritime location 
(Lakshadweep) and coastal location (Cochin) using Microtop II Ozonometer during 
2015. 

 
over Lakshadweep Islands with a difference of ~70 DU with maximum and 
minimum and for the coastal stations Cochin, TCO fluctuate in the range ~245 
DU to 300 DU with difference of ~55 DU with maximum and minimum during 
the year 2015. The concentration of surface ozone production due to the region-
al pollution sources such as NOx and other emissions are expected to be more in 
Lakshadweep Islands and it contributes more to the total column ozone concen-
trations compared to Cochin. Hence total column ozone concentration over 
Lakshadweep Islands depend on the seasonal marine boundary layer characteris-
tics, surface ozone contributions due to the fuel burning emissions, apart from 
the latitudinal and seasonal dependence in TCO variability. The above factors 
are also affect TCO concentration over Cochin.  

3.2. Monthly TCO over Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin 

Previous studies reveal that surface ozone measurements over the marine envi-
ronment of the Arabian seas during the pre-monsoon months are very high and 
the O3 mixing ratio showed a positive correlation with aerosol loading [35] [43]. 
Comparative study of TCO measurements using Microtop II Ozonometer and 
ECMWF reanalysis TCO revealed that TCO concentrations is higher during 
monsoon seasons [28]. Figure 3 shows the monthly departure of total column 
ozone from the annual mean value over Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin dur-
ing 2015. During winter (December-January-February, DJF) both stations 
measured less TCO concentrations. For this season, a negative departure of ~30 
DU over Lakshadweep Islands from the annual mean (290 DU) and ~18 DU over 
Cochin from the annual mean (280 DU) recorded in the month of December.  
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Figure 3. Monthly departure of TCO (in DU) from the annual average of TCO for Lak-
shadweep Islands and Cochin for the year 2015. 

 
During pre-monsoon season (March-April-May, MAM) to the month of Octo-
ber including the post monsoon season (October-November), TCO shows a pos-
itive departure from the annual mean for both stations. During pre-monsoon 
and post monsoon seasons TCO are very high over Lakshadweep Islands and 
gradual increase of TCO noticed over Cochin from pre-monsoon season to 
monsoon season with a peak value in the month of September (>20 DU from the 
annual mean) during the year 2015. Contrary to the TCO variability over Cochin 
during monsoon season, Lakshadweep Islands shows decreasing concentrations 
of TCO during summer monsoon months (June-July-August). Monthly lag of 
TCO concentrations were noticed between Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin 
stations during summer monsoon period (June to September), may be con-
nected with the advancement of summer monsoon wind induced transport of 
ozone rich air from the southern latitudes through Lakshadweep islands to the 
coastal station Cochin. However, the seasonal mean of TCO over Lakshadweep 
(300 DU) is greater than the seasonal mean of Cochin (289 DU) during the 
summer monsoon 2015. A seasonal difference of more than 10 DU noticed in 
the TCO between maritime stations (Lakshadweep Islands) and coastal station 
(Cochin) during 2015. This seasonal difference in TCO between maritime and 
coastal stations may be due to the monsoon boundary layer influence and the 
fuel combustion emissions over Lakshadweep Islands, may add more surface 
ozone to the total column ozone compared to the coastal station (Cochin). In 
order to study contribution of surface ozone to the total ozone over Lakshad-
weep Islands requires more ground-based surface ozone observations in con-
junction with the emission records of fuel burning for the power generation in 
the Lakshadweep Islands.  
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3.3. Intra-Seasonal Variability of TCO during Summer Monsoon  

The upper troposphere-lower stratosphere (UTLS) of the Asian summer mon-
soon (ASM) region is characterized by a continental scale anticyclonic circula-
tion, which is dynamically active and coupled to monsoonal convection. The 
monsoon anticyclone exhibits anomalous chemical and aerosol characteristics, 
linked to the outflow of deep convection and the large-scale circulation, and 
strongly influences the global UTLS composition during boreal summer [44]. It 
is poorly understood the dynamical and chemical coupling with convection, 
three-dimensional transport pathways from the surface to the stratosphere, 
composition/reactive chemistry in the monsoon region, as well as microphysics 
and the tropopause aerosol layer. Indian Summer Monsoon Rainfall (ISMR) 
shows strong variability on intra-seasonal timescale, in addition to decadal and 
interannual timescales [21], [45]. The dominant intra-seasonal modes found in 
ISMR are synoptic mode with 3 - 7 days period [46], quasi bi-weekly mode 
(qbw) with 10 - 20 days period [47], [24] [25] and Madden Julian Oscillation 
(MJO) with 30 - 40 days period [23] [24] [25].  

The intra-seasonal oscillations (ISO) or intra seasonal variability (ISV) in the 
context of Indian Summer Monsoon period is generally a term used to describe 
the sub seasonal variability (viz., ~(20 - 60) days periodicity) of various meteo-
rological parameters related to the summer monsoon rainfall over India. The 
Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) is the largest element of the intra-seasonal (30 
- 60 days) oscillations in the tropical atmosphere. It is a large-scale coupling be-
tween atmospheric circulation and tropical deep convection associated with 
summer monsoon, which changes the atmospheric compositions and its sub 
seasonal variability during June to September over the Peninsular India [19], 
[28] [48] [8]. The TCO variability on the seasonal timescale over India during 
monsoon season is governed by large-scale convective motion forced by diabetic 
heating [49]. Figure 4 shows the intra-seasonal variability of total column ozone 
(daily departure of TCO observations from the monsoon seasonal mean) over 
Lakshadweep Islands and coastal location for the year 2015. The monsoon sea-
sonal mean of TCO over Lakshadweep and Cochin are 300 DU and 289 DU re-
spectively for the year 2015. The total column ozone undergoes multi-time scale 
sub seasonal oscillations over these stations. The daily departure of TCO from 
the monsoonal mean over Lakshadweep and Cochin do not show exact phase 
correlation and a phase lag is noticed in the TCO variability during several days 
during the season. 

Figure 4 clearly depicts, many small-time scales oscillations in TCO over Co-
chin and Lakshadweep Islands during the monsoon season. Previous studies of 
monsoon induced ozone variability over Indian subcontinent identified Madden 
Julian Oscillation and quasi bi-weekly oscillation in the total column ozone dur-
ing monsoon season [27]. The amplitude of oscillations of TCO varies between 
−10 DU to 10 DU during the season over Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin. 
Many significant sub seasonal time scale oscillations in TCO are not  
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Figure 4. Daily total column ozone anomaly from the monsoon seasonal mean (27th May 
to 1st October) for Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin for the year 2015. 

 
seen from the daily TCO departure and need to extract these significant oscilla-
tions though some other advanced statistical methods such as Fourier analysis or 
advanced time series analysis tool such as Wavelet techniques. To study the sub 
seasonal oscillations in the TCO, the wavelet analysis method is adopted to split 
the time domain TCO to the frequency domain TCO for better representations 
of the Intra-seasonal oscillations. 

Figure 5 and Figure 6 represent the total column ozone observations and the 
corresponding intra-seasonal oscillations (sub seasonal variability) in TCO over 
Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin during the summer monsoon 2015. In Figure 
5 & Figure 6, the top panel represent total column ozone concentrations in 
Dobson unit in the y-axis and number of days along the x-axis during the mon-
soon season (June to September). The middle and bottom panels correspond to 
the intra-seasonal oscillation in TCO over Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin. In 
the middle and bottom panels, y-axis represent the wavelet coefficients (ampli-
tude) of intra-seasonal oscillations in TCO (see Figure 5 & Figure 6). There are 
two low frequency oscillations identified in TCO during monsoon seasons one 
with a periodicity ranging ~30 to 60 days, Madden Julian Oscillations (MJO) and 
the other with a periodicity ranging ~7 to 14 days (quasi -biweekly oscillation). 
The ISOs signals in TCO shows similar ISOs in the Indian Summer Monsoon 
Rainfall (ISMR), confirm the monsoon induced variability in TCO during the 
year 2015 [27] [46] [50]. The sub seasonal scale variabilities in the monsoon cir-
culations and convective transport alter the concentration of atmospheric trace 
species over this region [48]. The sub seasonal oscillations such a MJO and quasi 
biweekly oscillations plays a greater role in the monsoon dynamics and asso-
ciated variabilities in rainfall amount and changes in the atmospheric composi-
tions over the monsoonal region. 
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Figure 5. Total column ozone (in DU) over the maritime location (Lakshadweep Isl-
ands—top panel) and Wavelet coefficients (Amplitude of oscillations) to represent the 
intra-seasonal variability in the total column ozone (middle and bottom panel) during the 
monsoon season 2015. 

 

 
Figure 6. Total column ozone (in DU) over the maritime location (Cochin—top panel) 
and Wavelet coefficients (Amplitude of oscillations) to represent the intra-seasonal varia-
bility in the total column ozone (middle and bottom panel) during the monsoon season 
2015. 
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The amplitude and time period of Madden Julian Oscillations (MJO) and Qu-
asi-Biweekly Oscillations (QBW) in TCO are different for maritime and coastal 
stations (see Figure 5 & Figure 6). The dominant mode in the sub seasonal 
scale, MJO shows higher periodicity over the Lakshadweep Islands (MJO peri-
odicity ~ 54 days) compared to the coastal stations Cochin (MJO ~48 days) 
during this season. The amplitude of ISOs represents the strength and signific-
ance of the sub seasonal variability in TCO. The quasi-biweekly oscillations 
show, clear sinusoidal signals with positive and negative phases, like the active 
and break cycles associated with the Indian summer monsoon rainfall [50]. The 
amplitude and period of ISOs are different for different years of summer mon-
soon, hence require several years of observations and modelling studies for the 
proper understanding of the intra-seasonal oscillations (ISOs) and associated 
changes in the atmospheric compositions (including the greenhouse gases and 
air pollutant such as surface ozone) during this season. The sub seasonal varia-
bility or ISOs are very crucial deciding factor for the interannual variability of 
total column ozone concentrations over a region. 

4. Conclusions 

The present study made a detailed analysis of TCO variability over the maritime 
location (Lakshadweep Islands) and coastal location (Cochin) using Microtop II 
Ozonometer measurements for the year 2015. The study reveals that TCO un-
dergoes seasonal and sub-seasonal variability (ISOs) with different time scales 
such as MJO and quasi biweekly mode during the summer monsoon season. It is 
found that the MJO mode is having greater periodicity over the maritime loca-
tion (periodicity ~54 days) compared to the coastal location (~48 days) during 
summer monsoon 2015. The annual mean TCO (~300 DU) is also greater over 
Lakshadweep compared to Cochin (~290 DU), which may be the greater con-
tribution of surface ozone to the total column ozone, because of diesel burning 
emissions from the power generation and associated emissions (such as NOx 
and other air pollutants) over Lakshadweep Islands. More surface ozone mea-
surement is required to understand the total column ozone variability over this 
region. There is a time lag in the ozone variability (TCO concentration) between 
Lakshadweep Islands and Cochin, which may be the influence of monsoonal 
wind circulations and associated transport of ozone rich air from the southern 
latitudes during the season. Maximum concentrations of TCO are noticed dur-
ing pre-monsoon season over Lakshadweep and gradual increase of TCO is no-
ticed over Cochin from pre-monsoon to monsoon season with a peak concen-
tration in the month of September. The intra-seasonal oscillations (ISOs) in 
TCO are similar to the ISOs associated with Indian summer monsoon rainfall 
(ISMR), clearly indicating the monsoon induced variability in TCO. The marine 
boundary layer influence on TCO variability is more over Lakshadweep com-
pared to Cochin.  

To study the seasonal and sub-seasonal variability of TCO over Lakshadweep 
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and Cochin, more factors such as marine boundary layer characteristics, mon-
soon dynamic and associated trace species transport should be considered. The 
increase of surface ozone and its contribution to the total column ozone due to 
anthropogenic emissions are also important in the estimation of TCO variability 
apart from its seasonal and latitudinal dependence. This is a preliminary obser-
vational study of total column ozone over these locations using one-year in situ 
measurements. Hence more observations of surface ozone and its contribution 
to the total column ozone from these locations and high resolution regional 
chemical transport models are essential to understand the monsoon induced in-
tra-seasonal oscillations in total column ozone.  
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